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Female Offender Population Rises Rapidly
Number of female offenders incarcerated in California state prisons in 2003...........................10,4541

Number of female offenders incarcerated in California state prisons in 1983............................. 1,7502

Percent of increase in female offenders incarcerated from 1983 to 2003 .................................... 497%3

Number of female parolees supervised in California in 2003.....................................................12,2904

Number of female parolees supervised in California in 1983 ...................................................... 1,4585

Number of female parolees returned to prison in California in 2003........................................... 6,2796

Number of female parolees returned to prison in California in 1983.............................................. 3957

Gender Differences Among Offenders

Percent of offenders physically or sexually abused prior to prison admission8 57% 16%

Percent of offenders with substance abuse problems9 80% 80%

Percent of offenders receiving therapy/counseling for mental health issues10 27% 12%

Percent of offenders employed at the time of arrest11 40% 60%

Percent of offenders receiving welfare assistance at the time of arrest12 30% 8%

Percent of offenders living with their children prior to prison admission13 64% 44%

Of those living with children prior to arrest, percent in single parent households 14 46% 15%

Percent entering prison in 2003 convicted of non-violent drug or property crimes15 87% 72%

Percent of inmates classified as low security risk (Level I or II) 16 69% 47%

Percent of parolees requiring low or minimal supervision17 88% 72%

Average months served for felons first released to parole in 200318 14 19

High Costs of Correctional Policies
Annual cost of incarcerating an inmate in California ............................................................ $30,92919

Annual cost of supervising a parolee in California..................................................................  $3,36420

Department of Corrections (CDC) budget for FY 2004-05................................................  $5.3 billion21

CDC Parole & Community Services Division budget for FY 2004-05.............................  $543 million22

Percentage of the General Fund allocated to CDC annually ........................................................6.7%23

Annual incarceration cost for parolees returned to prison....................................................$1 billion24

Annual costs to the social service system for the children of women in prison ............... $56 million25
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